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And Mom,
Wants It All

- Flex-Time helps women
{juggle jobs and careers

i By Diana Bletter
““Evenonvacation, Deborah Epstein
“Henryisbusy working: : :
ThePhiladelphialawyer and moth-
et ol three’ bdysspent ‘part of her -

“Beach trying 1o talk up 'a New York
sbranch of Flex-Time, -the support
-group-for part-time lawyers that she
started in - Philadelpliia three ‘years
1:ago.. She is hoping ‘that lawyers on
he-East End will take: part in what
~-l:she visualizes-as a'qiiiet revolution
“rwithin the Jaw field; She'd like to

: ',,',_,y‘;VVedon»’zj want to delay
| child-rearinguntil we are

‘made pariners.”

e i

make flexible hoursfor lawyers a vi-
ble option.so that women can “ag-
pressively pursue their careers while
stillhaving children.”
A support group sounds like a great
lea, said Westhampton Beach attor-
ey Elizabeth ‘Plister, "bur'1 dont
havethetime right now!”
Ms. Plister, 37, also juggles her pri-
e pracice with herjob as mother
of Erin, “three,»and Tames Jr, 15
onths.:Instead :of joining a miore
formal support-group,- Ms.” Phister
aid, 'shie is part’of:an informal sup-
port group ol lawyers-who talk while
vaiting for thei Is in ' the court:

We talk abotit who didn't sleep the
night before ‘and who has to finish
hertrial:fast to rush her child to-the
octor” Ms. Plistersaid.
Ms. He said ‘that Flex-Time
Lawyers:is. perfect-for mothers like
Ms.Plister; who. don't want to sacri-
fice having children for their career,
nd:who dory

‘that she js part
nol women who
ve it all, even though
you gant have jtall.”
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Gandd. .77 CEReT
Henrysaid that'she started the
Upport -group: because ‘as a part-
ime’lawyer in.a.'Philadelphia law
rimy she found she wasisolated:. She
idn't exactly fir in“with’ full-time
others, she said;‘and full-time
wyers looked at hierasif she wasn't
artying her load, But she said that
he demands of parenting are so un-
predictable that she wanted to be
vallable for her childten—"and not
just at the end-of-year school play.”

‘summer: vacation in ‘Westhampton ™
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Spencer.

Ms.  Henry said she sent e-mail
messages 1o six part-time lawyers
she knew to invite them’to an infor-
malbrown bag lunch at her law firm
in Philadelphia. in less than 18
months, the group. grew ta 150
members, and now there are. 250
‘lawyers'who are partof her network.
-She plans to take the iden to New
York where-she will lead a support
group at-the law firm of Skadden
Arps Slate Meagher on Seplember

The New York City support group
will also meet once each month 1o
share practical information about

networking, climbing the corporate.

ladder and how to handle wark over-
Now. : :

With 50 percent of all law school
students now women, Ms, Henry
said, law-firms need to take a more
progressive approach -to attorneys
wha "don’t want1o'work 70 hours a
week.” g .

She said that for law finns, part-
time lawyers make financial sense. If
a lawyer quils a law'firm she has
worked at for six years, Ms. Henry
said, the law firm loses $200,000 in
recruitment and training expenses.
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Butifthe firm makes it easter for the
lawyer to change her schedule to
part-time, it's a win-win situation,

“The law firm then keeps the
lawyer with experience,” Ms. Henry
said, “and she can continue her ca-
reer.”

Ms. Henry said that she realized
she was breaking new ground when
she was a 27-year-old, and visibly
pregnant, law clerk for a federal
judge in New York.

“Lawyers would come in and ask
me where the law clerk was,” Ms.
Henry said. “1'd tell them, ‘I'm right
here’ They didn't expect the Jaw
clerk to be pregnant.”

Ms. Plister said that she had to put
off having children until she was es-
tablished in her Jaw career. She
worked for 10 years and then had her
children. She said her mother and
mother-in-law both help with baby-
sitting as well as her bushand, James,
who works four days'a week.

“The only way that you can have it
all is if you have help,” Ms. Pfister
said with a laugh.

For further information, people
can. - contact  www.lextimelaw
yers.com.



