
 

LESSONS IN LEADERSHIP. Lessons in Leadership. Paula Boggs exudes and inspires leadership 

wherever she goes. From public service in the US. Army, Department of Defense and White House, to 
private law firm practice and the top legal job at Starbucks, to writing, recording and leading her own 
band as an esteemed musician, Paula excels and makes an indelible impact in everything she does. 
During this fireside chat interview, Paula will delve into how she had the courage to be the first and 
how she sets the standard for excellence – partly, by overcoming failures along the way. With probing 
questions posed by author and workplace expert Debbie Epstein Henry, Paula will uncover how she 
channeled grief and fear and invited creativity into her life to garner both success and meaning. She’ll 
show us how diversity, equity and inclusion can be woven into the fabric of our every day to bring us 
more purpose and satisfaction. She’ll also leave us humming “music for the soul” with her “Seattle 
Brewed Soul Grass,” a magical fusion of folk, blue grass, jazz, rock and world music. 

 
 
REGISTRATION  
  

To register for the September 29th event or if you have any questions, please e-mail Renee Green.  
  
If you are interested in purchasing a corporate membership to the DEH Speaker Series, entitling your 
organization to participate in our next four quarterly events, here is the corporate membership 
invoice. If you are interested in purchasing an individual membership entitling you to participate in our 
next four quarterly events, here is the individual membership invoice. Also, please visit the Archived 
Access page of our site to learn about purchasing access to 16 signature events. Archived Access can 
be an add-on to your membership over the next four events or a stand-alone option.  
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DISTINGUISHED GUEST  
 
Paula Boggs is a musician, lawyer, speaker, writer and army veteran. She served as 
Chief Legal Officer of Starbucks Corporation from 2002 to 2012. In 2009, NASDAQ 
named her its top general counsel. Paula’s prior professional experience includes 
serving as Vice President, Legal at Dell Computer Corporation and as a law firm 
partner. She also had a 14-year career in public service, including as an Assistant U.S. 
Attorney, and in various capacities as an attorney for the U.S. Army, the Department 
of Defense and the White House Office of Legal Counsel. Since leaving Starbucks, 
Paula gives speeches, writes essays and music, co-produces albums for, and tours 
extensively with the Paula Boggs Band. Some of her current civic and professional 
activities include: Avid Technology, Inc.; Seattle Symphony; American Bar Foundation; 

Peabody Institute of The Johns Hopkins University National Advisory Board; and, YMCA of Greater Seattle. She 
has been recognized by countless organizations including: serving on President Obama’s Committee on the Arts 
and the Humanities; being named to Savoy Magazine 2021 List of Most Influential Black Corporate Board 
Directors; receiving the Johns Hopkins University Distinguished Alumnus(a) Award; receiving an Honorary 
Doctorate of Laws, Southwestern University degree in 2021, and much more. 
 

INTERVIEWER 
 

Debbie Epstein Henry is an expert, consultant, author, public speaker, and podcast host 
on careers, workplace dynamics, women and law.  She runs DEH Consulting, Speaking, 
Writing where she speaks internationally, including The Hague, the French Senate, 
London, and Vienna.  Debbie wrote two ABA best-selling books and she’s been featured 
by hundreds of news outlets including The New York Times, NBC Nightly News, and The 
Wall Street Journal.  She conceived of Best Law Firms for Women, a benchmarking 
survey and competition she ran for a decade with Working Mother.  In 2011, Debbie co-
founded Bliss Lawyers and in 2020, her company was acquired by Axiom, the global 
leader in high-caliber, on-demand legal talent.  In 2020, she also launched a podcast, 
Inspiration Loves Company, where she explores how to do better and be better at life, 

work, and everything in between.  Debbie is President of The Forum of Executive Women and Chair of Brooklyn 
Law School’s Women’s Leadership Network.  She and her husband live outside of NYC; they have three sons. 
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Thank you and we look forward to your participation. 
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